
WORKSHOP INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT WORKSHOP 2026

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP

Co-financing institution

Climate change and biodiversity crisis do not recognize national borders. 
Rather they point to the need to identify specific regions and ecosystems as 
main strategic areas for impactful interventions. But what happens when 
these areas belong to different countries, often with different environmental 
policies and governance practices? How to achieve more effective, structured 
and coordinated management of ecosystems across borders? 

Moreover, cross-border territories are particularly significant, either because 
of the uniqueness of the ecosystems and high biodiversity rate, or because of 
their degree of threat and neglect. Hence, they demand special conservation 
efforts in order to establish common cooperation mechanisms that facilitate 
decision-making, as well as strong interconnected spaces that create safe 
biological corridors, such as Transboundary Biosphere Reserves. 

This continuous exchange for community management of natural resources 
among institutions, experts and citizens, constitute authentic laboratories of 
social innovation where learning experiences, training and also scientific 
development are catalyzed.

The workshop aims to provide a platform for in-depth discussion on the 
challenges and opportunities of transnational, multi-stakeholder cooperation 
in sustainable environmental management and biodiversity conservation and 
restoration. It also addresses the key role of science in finding solutions that 
focus on strengthening ecosystem and community resilience.

FORMAT
The workshop will bring together 12 specialists representing different 
cross-border reserves, with a special focus on aquatic ecosystems. 
Renowned academic experts, developing innovative managing solutions will 
share their findings and experiences.

Conferences will take place during the morning, followed by general 
discussions and guided debates based on different case studies. The daily 
workshops will be closured in a general assembly highlighting main 
conclusions and recommendations.

Afternoons networking space will enable young and senior researchers to 
liaise, exchange ideas and discuss potential collaboration opportunities 
through dynamic activities and informal meetings such as mentoring 
sessions, thematic working groups and participative debates. 

Up to 30 additional participants are encouraged to present Posters with brief 
explanations during intermediate sessions.

VENUE OF THE WORKSHOP
The workshop will be held from 4th to 6 th March at La Rábida-UNIA, one of 
the official campus of the International University of Andalucía (UNIA), loca-
ted in Huelva (Spain).

The site is provided with facilities for workshops and meetings, as well as a 
recently restored residence where speakers and participants will be accom-
modated, which will encourage social interaction and informal discussions.

VENUE
Universidad Internacional de Andalucia
Sede Sta. María de La Rábida – UNIA
Ctra. Palos Rábida, s/n, 21819 Palos de la Frontera, Huelva (Spain)

Tel: +34 959 35 04 52

e-mail: ceai-unia@unia.es

ORGANIZED BY

Regino Zamora Rodríguez
Professor in the Department of Ecology. Faculty of Sciences.
University of Granada. Spain.

Carlos Lasso Alcalá
Senior Researcher at the Humboldt Institute of Colombia.
Colombia. 

Cristhian Clavijo Romero
Founder of the South American Bivalve. Conservation Sites
Network, member of the IUCN and collaborator of the National
System of Protected Areas of Uruguay. Uruguay. 

María Concepción Salas de la Corte
Head of the International Cooperation Service and
Ibero-American Office. Provincial Council of Huelva. Spain.

More info
www.unia.es
ceai-unia@unia.es

¡Scan!
Or click on the QR
to access the link DEADLINE for applications

and communications
15th February 2026

SPEAKERS

Nuria Pistón
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Fellow (Ecology). Univeirsity of
Granada. Spain.. 

Regino Zamora
University of Granada, Andalusian Inter University Institute for
Research on Earth Systems and Andalusian Environmental
Centre (IISTA-CEAMA). Granada (Spain).

Juan José Ocola
Binational Autonomous Authority of Lake Titicaca (ALT)
Perú – Bolivia. La Paz. Bolivia.

Daniel Macías
Trinational Biological Corridor of the Uruguay River
(Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay). Uruguay.

Silvia Madeira
Directora de la Eurociudad del Guadiana (por confirmar).
Vila Real de sano Antonio. Portugal. 

Marc Daniel Heintz
International Commission for the Protection of the Rhine (ICPR).
Koblenz. Germany. 

Daniela Schossler
Southern Cone Grassland Alliance
(Uruguay, Paraguay,Argentina, Brasil). Uruguay.

Carlos Lasso
Biological Resources Research Institute Alexander von
Humboldt (IAvH). Bogotá. Colombia.

Francisco Quirós
Intercontinental Biosphere Reserve of the Mediterranean
(Spain, Morocco). Sevilla. Spain.

Catherine Numa
International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN)-Mediterranean Cooperation Centre. Málaga. Spain.

Cristhian Clavijo
South American Bivalve Conservation Sites Network. Uruguay.

Francisco José Cantos
Autonomous Agency for National Parks of the Ministry for Green
Transition and Demographic Challenge. Madrid. Spain.

4th-6th March 2026

Biodiversity conservation and 
cross-border management: 
progresses and challenges

Observatorio La Rábida de Desarrollo Sostenible y
Cambio Climático para Iberoamérica,
Área de Cooperación Internacional y Oficina
Iberoamericana
Excma. Diputación de Huelva.


